FY20/21
Annual Report
A Year of Accomplishments.

A New Jersey 501(c)3
non-profit organization.

info@njmakersday.org

|

www.njmakersday.org

|

@njmakersday

20/21

Letter from the President

Thank you for embracing and supporting New Jersey Makers Day initiatives
for the past seven years! The work of the NJMD Executive Board and its
committees is driven by our mission to support the work of communities
throughout NJ in enhancing STEAM education and lifelong learning. We
believe that these efforts take a village, and we are so grateful that you are
a part of ours.
As an organization, New Jersey Makers Day has evolved over the past few
years. We’ve gone through some growing pains in identifying who we are
and what we hope to accomplish statewide, and we have embraced
opportunities for reassessing what holds the most value for the various
communities represented through individual NJMD site locations. We
recognize over and over again the inequities that exist in fields of science,
technology, engineering, math, manufacturing, and entrepreneurship. In
working directly with public, school, and academic libraries, we take great
pride in the trusted role that we have to reach diverse socioeconomic
communities, and we have taken strides, in this past year in particular, to
focus efforts to uplift and celebrate the work of BIPOC makers, artists, and
small businesses as well as the needs of underserved individuals and
families.

In approaching the year 2021, acknowledging the deep and ongoing impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic, New Jersey Makers Day shifted from acting as
a system of outside support for individual site locations to serving as a
mechanism for providing direct content for our dedicated organizations.
School and library staff had enough on their plates -- ensuring funding, safe
and healthy working conditions, adequate staffing, and mental health
support -- and we knew that New Jersey Makers Day could play a role in
taking the burden off our NJMD community while still providing statewide
service. Through NJMD Live!, direct content was provided virtually through
two full days of live-streamed content, featuring inspiring keynote speakers
like Joylette Hylick. We are thrilled that many libraries took advantage of
this opportunity to share with their students and community members, and
many were inspired to use the virtual component in conjunction with takeand-make activities and/or other virtual offerings specific to the interests
of their residents.
So, this year, perhaps more than any other, thank you for sharing in the
journey to highlight the value of STEM, creating and making, teamwork,
perseverance, and community support throughout New Jersey.
Kate Jaggers
President, New Jersey Makers Day

MISSION
New Jersey Makers Day inspires and activates
libraries to showcase and highlight
STEM and maker culture, enhancing lifelong
learning.

This was without a doubt one of the most successful family programs
we've ever had. The families loved being able to work together on
something that was a little different than what they were used to. They
loved that it highlighted skills of some of the kids who aren't always used
to being the best at something.
-Roxbury Public Library
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The 2021 New Jersey Makers Day might have looked a little different
than previous years, but the statewide event still enjoyed considerable
participation. More than 11,000 people reported attending New Jersey
Makers Day events at 286 participating sites throughout the Garden
State. Of those participating sites, 80% offered programs that utilized
take-home kits, 84% offered virtual programs that did not require
supplies, and 50% utilized the NJMD Live! events.
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TYPES OF LIBRARIES PARTICIPATING
Despite the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, a variety of libraries
throughout New Jersey hosted New Jersey Makers Day events in
2021, including public (47), school (10), and college/university
libraries (1).

Because no other experience can harness the creativity and ingenuity of our
students like [New Jersey Makers Day]. Because we need more of getting
our hands dirty and making a mess. Because we don't know until we try.
-George Washington Middle School

NJMD LIVE! KEYNOTES
Through NJMD Live!, direct content was provided virtually
through two full days of live-streamed content, featuring
inspiring keynote speakers like Joylette Hylick.
We are thrilled that many libraries took advantage of this
opportunity to share with their students and community
members, and many were inspired to use the virtual component in
conjunction with take-and-make activities and/or other virtual
offerings specific to the interests of their residents.
The inspiring innovators selected to serve as keynote speakers
for 2021 were Joylette Hylick, Kathy Ceceri, Dr. Madiha Jafri,
and Mike Carroll.

Joylette Hylick

Kathy Ceceri

Mathematician, Author & STEM
Advocate

Award-winning writer, instructional
designer, and Maker

NJMD LIVE! KEYNOTES

Dr. Madiha Jafri

Mike carroll

Systems Engineer, and STEM
Advocate

Teacher, Entrepreneur, and Author

In addition to the inspiring innovator keynote presenters, New Jersey
Makers Day also live streamed and recorded hands-on workshops on a
variety of topics like hacking origami, building bee abodes to conserve
native pollinators, engineering with paper to make your own arcade
style game, and learning game design. These live stream and recorded
workshops were provided to all participating sites to use in their New
Jersey Makers Day programming.

Honestly, if NJMD Live! didn't happen this year, I might not have been inspired to create
and give out kits. I knew I didn't want to ask teachers THIS YEAR to give up a Saturday to
provide anything live, even virtually. The fact that you handled that part inspired us to
make videos and kits ahead of time.
-Hoboken High School

MINI-GRANTS
An important role of New Jersey Makers Day is to provide libraries
throughout the state with the skills, abilities, and resources to provide
STEM and maker programming in communities that need it the most.
New Jersey Makers Day achieves this by providing mini-grants to
libraries through a competitive application process.
Winners of New Jersey Makers Day mini-grants in 2021 were:
Cliffside Park School (Bergen)
Elizabeth Public Library (Union)
Highland Park Public Library (Middlesex)
Lake Hiawatha Branch Library (Morris)
Newark Public Library (Essex)
Paterson Free Public Library (Passaic)
Plainfield Public Library (Union)
Roselle Park Veterans Memorial Library (Union)
Roxbury Public Library (Morris)
Union City Public Library (Hudson)
Whippanong Library (Morris)
In 2021:
64% of recipients serve communities with greater than 50% BIPOC
representation
73% of recipients serve communities with a median household income
below the New Jersey state average ($85,751).
91% of projects are fully funded by the New Jersey Makers Day MiniGrant.
73% of recipients are first-time grant winners.
1/3 of all counties in New Jersey are represented.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Sponsorships
Leap Into Science Grant
Interest Earned
Fundraising
Total Operating Income

$850.00
$1,300.00
$13.08
$942.43
$3,105.51

Professional Development for Sites
Site Mini Grants
Incubator Sweepstakes
Marketing
Miscellaneous
Total Operating Expenditures

$650.00
$4,492.80
$500.00
$1,034.97
$312.42
$6,990.19

LEADERSHIP
The work of New Jersey Makers Day would not be possible without the
dedication of volunteers on our Executive Board and Committees.
2020-2021 Executive Board Members
Kate Jaggers, President
Doug Baldwin, Vice President
Sandy Janosik, Secretary
Mo Donohue, Treasurer

Allen McGinley, Board Development
Officer
Kate-Lynn Brown, Member-At-Large
James Keehbler, Member-At-Large

2020-2021 Committee Members
Tanya Finney Estrada, Pennsauken Free Public Library
Rachael Guerrero, Scotch Plains Public Library
Jessica Schneider, Fort Lee Public Library
Emily Witkowski, Maplewood Public Library

SPONSORS
New Jersey Makers Day would not be possible without the support of
our 2021 sponsors who made it possible to provide keynote speakers,
hands-on workshops, marketing materials, professional development
opportunities, and grants for public, school, academic, and special
libraries throughout the Garden State.
Thank you to our official 2021 sponsors:
New Jersey STEM Pathways Network
Maplewoodshop
Pennsauken Free Public Library
StreamYard

Investors Bank
STEM Supplies
Xplorably
Baker & Taylor

